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Respondent  Reference Paragraph Comments  Action  Proposed changes to text 

Ramblers, 
Norfolk  

SCI/001/001   Welcome the current procedures by 
which The Ramblers is notified of 
applications which are close to or may 
affect public rights of way.  Would 
wish that this procedure continues in 
relation to every stage involved in the 
new proposed system.  Would 
welcome every opportunity to shape 
broad policies as well as specific 
proposals, and so ask to be consulted 
at all stages, starting from the 
earliest.  Notification by email works 
perfectly.  Ideally, would like to be 
added to the list of Key Stakeholders. 

The Ramblers (Norfolk) are 
on the consultee list and will 
therefore be consulted at 
each stage of the preparation 
of the Local Plan.  However, 
given the importance of rights 
of way and improving access 
to the countryside the Group 
should be added to the list of 
Key Stakeholders 

Add The Ramblers 
(Norfolk) to the list of key 
stakeholders 

Resident SCI/002/001 General Surprised that a revision of the Local 
Plan is being considered when the 
current plan was only signed off in 
2019 - this seems a total waste of 
public funds, as it is a VERY costly 
and time consuming exercise. 

The National Planning Policy 
Framework requires Local 
Planning authorities to review 
policies and development 
strategies in local plans and 
to assess whether they need 
updating at least once every 
five years (from the adoption 
of the Plan) , and should then 
be updated as necessary. 

No change 

Resident SCI/002/002 General You have a long section about 
Neighbourhood Plans and how to 
formulate them - This, too, is a very 
lengthy and involved process for a 
(usually) voluntary person(s) to 
undertake, which requires some 
detailed knowledge of the 
Neighbourhood under consideration. 
There seems little point in instigating 
this work when you are considering 
revising the Local Plan - would have 
thought that at least 5 years should 

Decisions to prepare or 
review a neighbourhood plan 
are for the relevant town or 
parish council to make. They 
are not mandatory plans 

No change 
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elapse, as it is not an exercise that 
the volunteers would wish to revise 
regularly 

Resident SCI/002/003 4.6 Note that with regard to site notices, 
in many cases the site notices are not 
to be displayed - unless this is in a 
Conservation Area, or a Listed 
Building. Feel that this is a very 
retrograde step - the site notice, 
prominently displayed is the main 
channel that parishioners become 
aware of a proposed Planning 
Application, and their conduit to 
making decisions about the 
application. Would doubt that very few 
people regularly look in the EDP, or 
the Breckland Planning Portal to see 
if there is anything of interest to their 
locality. If you are wishing to further 
Community Involvement in the 
process,  prominent display of site 
notices is crucial - for ALL 
applications. 

It is not possible to post site 
notices for all applications. 
These will be posted in 
accordance with the 
prevalent regulation. Amend 
the text to clarify this Site notices will be put up 

in locations where there 
are no adjoining 
neighbours or these are at 
a significant distance, in 
accordance with the 
regulations. These will be 
for major Planning 
applications (10 dwellings 
or more or 1ha land) as 
well as applications 
affected listed buidings, 
public rights of way or for 
applications in a 
conservation area.  

Historic 
Environmental 
planning 

SCI/003/001 General No comment. Noted No change 

Lead Local 
Flood Authority  

SCI/004/001 General No comment. Noted No change 
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Natural England  SCI/005/001   Natural England is a non-
departmental public body. Our 
statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, 
enhanced, and managed for the 
benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to 
sustainable development. Supportive 
of the principle of meaningful and 
early engagement of the general 
community, community organisations 
and statutory bodies in local planning 
matters, both in terms of shaping 
policy and participating in the process 
of determining planning applications. 

Noted No change 

Historic 
England  

SCI/006/001   As the Government’s adviser on the 
historic environment Historic England 
is keen to ensure that the protection 
of the historic environment is fully 
taken into account at all stages and 
levels of the local planning process.  
Support the general aims and 
approach to the draft Statement of 
Community Involvement. Welcome 
the acknowledgement of Historic 
England as a statutory stakeholder at 
Table 1 and Appendix 1 as well as 
with regard to planning applications at 
paragraph 4.7.  

Noted   No change 

 Historic 
England  

SCI/006/002   It would also be helpful if the SCI also 
identified Historic England as a 
statutory consultee under duty to co-
operate and as a specific consultation 
body with respect to Local Plans.  

Historic England is included 
under the list of Statutory 
Stakeholders set out in Table 
1 and in the list of Key 
Stakeholders. They will be 
consulted at each stage of 
the Plan Making process.  

No change 
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Historic 
England  

SCI/006/003   With regards to neighbourhood 
planning, would welcome notification 
of proposed neighbourhood planning 
areas as well as consultation on draft 
plans. The regulations state that 
Historic England should be consulted 
on draft plans where our interests are 
considered to be affected. Hold 
guidance on neighbourhood planning, 
which can be found at: 
<https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/
planning/plan-making/improve-your-
neighbourhood/. Would welcome 
consultation at an informal level, in 
addition to the requirements of the 
legislation, where issues may benefit 
from our early involvement.  

Historic England is included 
under the list of Statutory 
Stakeholders set out in Table 
1 and in the list of Key 
Stakeholders. They will be 
consulted at each stage of 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
making process and town 
and parish councils will be 
encourgared to engage with 
HE at informal stages 

No change 

Norfolk 
Gardens Trust  

SCI/007/001 General Welcome the broad thrust of the 
statement and support the 
consultation process with key 
stakeholders and community groups. 
However,  note that neither The 
Gardens Trust nor the Norfolk 
Gardens Trust (NGT) is named 
among the key stakeholders at 
Appendix 1.  Appreciate that the list is 
not intended to be comprehensive but 
it does include many arguably more 
minor organisations.  Given the role of 
GT as a statutory consultee, both the 
GT and the NGT be added to the list.   

Agreed Add The Gardens Trust 
and Gardens Trust 
(Norfolk) to the list of key 
stakeholders 
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Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/001 1.1, 1.6 & 3.3 They would like the following changes 
and considerations to be made- • In 
the introductory letter and at points 
1.1 through to 1.6 and at 3.3 as a 
point of clarity it would be better to 
use the term District or Breckland 
Council instead of the word ‘Council”.  

Amend final sentence of 
bullet point 5 in para 3.19 to 
read 'Where appropriate, 
questionnaires will be used, 
either printed or online'. 
Replace 'if needed' in bullet 
point 6 of para 3.19 with 'or 
by other inclusive means.'. 
Correct reference to E&HR in 
Appendix 1 as indicated.  

For clarification 'Council' 
will be amended to read 
'Breckland Council' 

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/002 Table 1 In Table 1, in the first section “Local 
Communities” to add at the end of the 
sentence “both individually and 
through their Parish Councils”. 

Noted. Amend first sentence as 
follows:  The interests of 
local communities and 
individuals are represented 
by county, district, parish 
and town councils and 
local councillors, all have 
the capability to be 
involved both individually 
and through their 
respective Councils. in 
Table 1.  

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/003 2.2 in the second bullet point to add at the 
end “for full inclusion”. And in the third 
bullet point, again, add at the end 
“and inclusive technology and other 
suitable methods”, both of these 
additions will help support those with 
inclusion needs under the DDA 

Noted. Amend 1.5: Add 'for full 
inclusion' at the end of 
bullet point 2 in para 2.2. 
Add 'and inclusive 
technology and other 
suitable methods' at the 
end of bullet point 3 in para 
2.2. 

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/004 3.12 What is meant by the phrase “new 
digital engagement and visualisation 
tools.”? 

This refers to the use of 
digital tools such as social 
media and digital tools such 
as interactive mapping. 

No Change 
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Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/005 3.13 after the word ‘communities please 
add “and the people in our 
communities”. 

Noted Add 'and the people within 
communities' in para 3.13. 

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/006 Table 3 In Table 3- Neighbourhood Plans-in 
the section on ‘Pre-submission” Reg 
14 delete the words “disabled people” 
and insert the words “all 
disadvantaged minorities” as under 
The Equality Act all minorities are 
equal and one should not be 
promoted above another. 

Agreed Amend Table 3 to replace 
“disabled people” with “all 
disadvantaged minorities”  

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/007 3.14 The Parish Council is concerned that 
SPD’s will be used as a back door 
route to allow developers to submit 
and fast track anti-democratic or 
controversial plans, circumnavigating 
the route for detailed local 
consultation 

Supplementary planning 
documents can be a valuable 
tool in planning policy making 
as such documents can add 
value and important detail to 
existing local plan policies. 
Such documents must be 
linked to an existing 
development plan policy and 
as such cannot introduce 
new planning policy.   They 
are subject to Council 
approval and public 
consultation.  

No change 

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/008 3.18 3rd bullet point add at the end of the 
sentence “in a considered, timely 
manner.” 

Agreed Add 'in a timely manner' at 
the end of Bullet point 3 in 
para 3.18. 

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/009 3.19 in the 3rd and 5th bullet point delete 
“can” and change tone to the more 
affirmative “will” and then at the end 
of the 6th bullet point sentence, delete 
“if needed” and add “or by other 
inclusive means”.  

Agreed At 3.19- in the 3rd and 5th 
bullet point delete “can” 
and change tone to the 
more affirmative “will” and 
then at the end of the 6th 
bullet point sentence, 
delete “if needed” and add 
“or by other inclusive 
means”. 
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Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/010 3.27 at the end of the first sentence 
change to a comma and add “,or can 
easily be made confidential.” 

Agreed Clarify para 3.27 All 
comments will be 
registered and made 
publically available.  
Personal details including 
phone numbers, addresses 
and personal emails will 
not be published.  

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/011 4.4  in the 4th bullet point “sufficient 
notice” is far too vague.  

This is not a statutory 
requirement but a 
recommended tome can be 
included and will be judged 
on a case by case basis 

Add ' recommended to be 
10-14 days' in bullet pint 4  

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/012 4.9 the time frame of 10 days is far too 
short for councils that meet only 
monthly 

Not all amendments are 
consulted on as some are 
very minor in nature and do 
not go to the heart or 
materially change the 
development or are in 
response to matters raised by 
stat consultees or 
communities.  This helps to 
speed up the process for all 
parties involved.  However, 
material changes to the 
application are consulted on, 
as suggested 

SCI/020/004 

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/013 4.11 The time frame of 21 days is again far 
too short for councils that only meet 
monthly 

21 days is the statutory 
timeframe for consultations 

No Change 
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Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/014 4.13 The term “material planning 
considerations” is used but unable to 
find a definitive list of  these, could 
you please supply.. 

Agreed: There are a number 
of material considerations 
that could inform the decision 
on a planning application. 
However, there is no 
definitive list as each 
application is treated on 
individual merit. The Planning 
Portal sets out some 
information on this issue that 
could be included in the SCI 

Add the following to para 
4.13: A material 
consideration is a matter 
that should be taken into 
account in deciding a 
planning application or on 
an appeal against a 
planning decision. Material 
considerations can include 
(but are not limited to): 
Overlooking/loss of privacy 
Loss of light or 
overshadowing Parking 
Highway safety  Traffic 
Noise Effect on listed 
building and conservation 
area Layout and density of 
building Design, 
appearance and materials 
Government policy 
Disabled persons' access 
Proposals in the 
Development Plan 
Previous planning 
decisions (including appeal 
decisions) Nature 
conservation However, 
issues such as loss of 
view, or negative effect on 
the value of properties are 
not material 
considerations. 

Beetley Parish 
Council  

SCI/008/015 Appendix 1 there is a typo in appendix 1- E&HR 
stands for Equality and Human Rights 
NOT “Equity” 

Agreed Amend Appendix 1- E&HR 
to read Equality and 
Human Rights 

District 
Councillor 

SCI/009/001 3.29 point 3.29 says that recommended 
actions will be sent to the Local Plan 
Working Group. Is it right that the 

Noted Amend references to 
LPWG with all member 
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LPWG is mentioned in here as it no 
longer exists? 

briefings and Local Plan 
Executive Group 

Whinburgh and 
Westfield Parish 
Council  

SCI/010/001 3.19 Believe para 3.19 will not be followed 
and want “In working with Town and 
Parish Councils we will respond 
constructively and positively to 
requests to attend Parish meetings, 
particularly where they can be 
grouped or where there is a 
recognised policy issue of local 
significance.” to be added to reflect 
the 2013 version of the document.  

Noted but only where 
possible.  

Add new bullet point to 
para 3.19 as follows: 'In 
working with Town and 
Parish Councils we will, 
wherever possible, 
respond constructively and 
positively to requests to 
attend Parish meetings, 
particularly where they can 
be grouped or where there 
is a recognised policy issue 
of local significance.' 

Whinburgh and 
Westfield Parish 
Council  

SCI/010/002 4.1 should use the word 'will' instead of 
'has to' 

Agreed Amend para 4.1  As well as 
consulting on strategic 
documents Breckland 
Council will consult the 
community on planning 
applications.  

Whinburgh and 
Westfield Parish 
Council  

SCI/010/003 4.2 the introduction of charges will have 
reduced take-up 

The Council is still receiving a 
high number of pre-app 
enquiries and the charging 
system has allowed it to 
provide a more 
comprehensive and 
dedicated response 

No change 

Whinburgh and 
Westfield Parish 
Council  

SCI/010/004 4.14  the use of 'are also' is incorrect and 
should be replaced by 'frequently'. 

Agreed Amend para 4.14 
Applications are frequently 
discussed at Parish/Town 
Council committee 
meetings.  
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Mattishall 
Parish Council  

SCI/011/001 General Welcome BDC's desire to "make it 
easier" for Parish Council's to be 
"more involved" in the planning 
process. It is appreciated that BDC 
understand the key role Parish 
Council's can play in providing a 
"wealth of knowledge" about our local 
area. Mattishall Parish Council looks 
forward to working in partnership with 
BDC to deliver mutually beneficial 
planning outcomes for our 
community. 1.3- welcome reforms 

Noted No change 

Mattishall 
Parish Council  

SCI/011/002 3.6 & 3.10 3.6- would be beneficial to add 
specifically what support would be 
provided, 3.10- should state that 
BDC; •Be proactive in providing 
information about neighbourhood 
planning, • Constructively engage with 
the community thorough the process 
including when considering the 
recommendations of the independent 
examiner of a neighbourhood plan or 
Order proposed, would welcome 
details of how the neighbourhood 
planning grant is spent 

The support offered by the 
District Council will be 
tailored to suit an individual 
plan. Further information is 
available on the Council's 
website. The result of the 
examination will be a written 
report, issued by report 
published on the Council's 
website and decision 
statement sent to the town / 
Parish Council and anyone 
who has previously made a 
representation. Further 
consultation will only occur if 
the Council proposes to 
make a decision that differs 
from the examiners 
recommendation  

No change 

Mattishall 
Parish Council  

SCI/011/003 3.11 replace with BDC will prepare a series 
of SPDs to provide further detail to 
the policies in the development plan 

Agreed. Amend para 3.11 to 
refer to BDC 

Breckland Council may 
also produce 
supplementary planning 
documents (SPDs) provide 
further detail to the policies 
in the development plan 
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Mattishall 
Parish Council  

SCI/011/004 3.19 need to accommodate parish decision 
making timescales, disappointing “In 
working with Town and Parish 
Councils we will respond 
constructively and positively to 
requests to attend Parish meetings, 
particularly where they can be 
grouped or where there is a 
recognised policy issue of local 
significance.” has been ommitted 

Agreed See SCI/010/001 above 

Mattishall 
Parish Council  

SCI/011/005 4.6 should be more explicit, greater 
clarification should be given on 
criteria for notices 

It is not possible to post site 
notices for all applications. 
These will be posted in 
accordance with the 
prevalent regulation. Amend 
the text to clarify this 

See SCI/002/003 above 

Mattishall 
Parish Council  

SCI/011/006 4.9 final sentence should read "The 
Council will re-consult with the Parish 
Council, neighbours and anyone else 
likely to be affected." 

not all amendments are 
consulted on as some are 
very minor in nature and do 
not go to the heart or 
materially change the 
development or are in 
response to matters raised by 
stat consultees or 
communities.  This helps to 
speed up the process for all 
parties involved.  However, 
material changes to the 
application are consulted on, 
as suggested  

No change 
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Mattishall 
Parish Council  

SCI/011/007 4.1 disappointed they haven't been 
consulted on tree works in 
conservation areas, SCI should reflect 
this 

This is a technical exercise 
whereby the works to trees 
cannot be negotiated but only 
agreed or a TPO 
applied.  The Council follows 
national requirements about 
granting a TPO and therefore 
consults on TCA’s are not 
part of the process 

No change 

Highways 
England  

SCI/012/001   No comment Noted No Change 

NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/001 1.3 1.3 and 1.4 are outdated The Government is still 
considering its proposed 
reforms to the Planning 
System and so it is 
appropriate for the SCI to 
reference this. 

No change 
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NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/002 2.2 they were not informed of the Local 
Plan Review proposal 

The Council maintains a 
consultation database of 
individuals and organisations 
that wish to be kept involved 
on the progress of the Local 
Plan and other planning 
policy documents. The 
Yaxham NP4 group has been 
added to this and will be 
notified in the future.    

No change 

NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/003 3.6 infer that neighbourhood groups have 
previously been an inconvenience to 
the LPA 

It is not considered that this 
paragraph infers this.  

No change 

NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/004 Table 2 wish for their local knowledge to be 
requested 

Local Knowledge is a key 
part of a consultation process 
and will be welcomed. 

No change 
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NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/005 3.10 need to think about timing of 
consultations 

Consultations will be timed in 
order to meet the timetable 
but where possible will also 
be timed to try to avoid 
holiday periods and if this is 
not possible the consultation 
period could be extended.   

No change 

NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/006 3.20 should have been brought forward to 
comment on 

The Council is still preparing 
the consultation strategy.  

No change 

NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/007 4.5 applications shouldn't be posted 
without a minimum amount of 
supporting documents 

The Council follows the 
National Statutory 
requirements in this regard 
and requests additional 
information, where 
necessary/required to ensure 
against unnecessary costs to 
applicants or asking for 
information on matters which 
are not material planning 
considerations.  The level of 
information required should 
be proportionate to the 
application and even with a 
local validation list the 
Council can be challenged 
and expectations would be 
unnecessarily raised 

No change 
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NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/008 4.20 remote attendance improves 
participation so should be permanent 

 Planning Committee is 
required by Government to 
be held in public therefore 
Breckland have no discretion 
in this regard but do live 
stream meetings to help 
engage with people who are 
unable to attend 

No change 

NP4Yaxham  SCI/013/009 4.21 no mention of chairmans panel Noted.   Add to para 4.20: Officers 
can consult with the 
Chairman’s Panel, where 
appropriate, to obtain a 
view on whether an 
application can be 
determined under 
delegated powers. The 
Panel is not a decision 
making body but it has the 
power to agree for planning 
applications that would 
otherwise have to be 
referred to the committee 
to be dealt with under 
delegated powers if the 
proposal is not 
controversial, and (in the 
view of the Panel) there 
are no other reasons that it 
should be heard in a public 
forum. The panel can also 
be used as a consultative 
body to allow officers to 
seek a view on whether 
applications, that would 
otherwise be dealt with 
under delegated powers, 
represent (in the view of 
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the Panel) planning related 
impacts that would merit 
the proposal being heard in 
a public forum. 

Water 
Management 
Alliance  

SCI/014/001   No comment Noted No change 

New 
Buckenham 
Parish Council 

SCI/015/001 General New Buckenham Parish Council 
welcome the proposed SCI and is 
supportive of proposals made in the 
document. The Parish Council has no 
specific comments to make at this 
stage.  

Noted No change 

Norfolk County 
Council  

SCI/016/001 General It would be helpful if the SCI had a 
contents page to help the reader.  

  Add a contents page to the 
SCI.   
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Norfolk County 
Council  

SCI/016/002 Table 1 The County Council welcomes 
reference to the County Council  in 
Table 1 as a Statutory Consultee. It 
would be helpful to set out the County 
Council’s key statutory roles and 
responsibilities in this table, including: 
Lead Local Flood Authority; Highway 
Authority; Local Education  Authority; 
Minerals and Waste Planning 
Authority; and Norfolk Fire and 
Rescue Service (NFRS). Any 
reference to Norfolk Fire Service 
should be replaced with “Norfolk Fire 
and Rescue Service” (subject to the 
comments below). 

Noted   Amend Table 1 to include 
the roles and 
responsibilities of the 
County Council as 
requested. 
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Norfolk County 
Council  

SCI/016/003 4.7 It would be helpful in paragraph 4.7 to 
clarify the role of the County Council 
as a consultee in respect of the above 
statutory roles and responsibilities. it 
would  be useful to make it clear that 
the County Council is consulted on its 
potential planning obligations 
requirements under a County-wide 
agreed Protocol; and that the Local 
Planning Authority in determining any 
planning application will have regard 
to the County Council’s most up to 
date Planning Obligations Standards, 
which cover education, library, fire 
service and other County Council 
services. 

Noted. Amend para 4.7 as follows: 
Depending upon the nature 
and location of the 
application, the Council 
may consult various bodies 
and organisations to 
receive their views 
regarding the application. 
These include the 
Environment Agency, 
Anglian Water, Natural 
England, Norfolk County 
Council (including 
highways, education, flood 
risk, fire service, libraries), 
Norfolk Historic 
Environment Service, 
Historic England and 
others considered pertinent 
to the proposal. The 
Council may also consult 
internal departments for 
their specialist views. 
These include 
Contaminated Land, 
Environmental Health, 
Asset Management, the 
Historic Buildings 
Consultant, the Tree and 
Countryside Consultant 
and the Housing Team. 
The Parish or Town 
Council is a statutory 
consultee and is always 
consulted. The Council will 
also have regard to the 
County Council's current 
Planning Obligations 
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Standards that cover 
County led services.  

Norfolk County 
Council  

SCI/016/004   For simplicity/accuracy the list in 
Appendix 1 of Key Stakeholders 
should in the case of Norfolk County 
Council just make one reference ; and 
take out the two references to (a)  
Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service 

Noted Amend Appendix 1 to 
clarify the reference to the 
County Council as 
requested. 
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(which is part of the County Council); 
and (b) Norfolk Fire Service (for the 
same reason). 

Resident SCI/017/001   When consulting on documents it's 
important to show old versions so its 
easy to see where new changes have 
been made 

The Council will seek to 
make consultations easier in 
this way but this will depend 
on what is being consulted 
upon 

No change 

Resident SCI/017/002 Appendix 1 The types of groups in appendix 1 
should be listed 

Appendix 1 sets out the key 
stakeholders that the Council 
will consult during the Plan 
Making process. This is in 
addition to those 
organisations and individuals 
on the mailing list. Changes 
to the list of consultees can 
be made during the process.  

No Change 

Resident SCI/017/003 3.23 publish the 3.23 list and allow 
organisations to check they're on the 
list 

The list of stakeholders can 
change and so it is not 
possible to publish an exact 
list. If an organisation or 
individual wishes to be added 
to the list they should contact 
the Council directly 

No change 

Resident SCI/017/004 Appendix 1 Sustrans, "Ramblers Association", 
and "British Horse Society" should be 
added to the list 

Noted Add the identified groups to 
Appendix 1 

Resident SCI/017/005 General it should be stated somewhere that 
people who comment on planning 
applications will be invited to speak 
when it goes to committee 

Reference to speaking at 
Committee is at paragraphs 
4.22 - 4.25 

No change 
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Resident SCI/017/006 General In the interests of transparency, a 
safeguard against allegations of 
impropriety, and to allow the public to 
gain a better understanding of the 
processes involved (and thus 
encourage further engagement) 
meetings of your Local Plan (and any 
similar) working groups must be held 
in public and live-streamed/recorded, 
under the same system as you use 
for full council meetings. A statement 
of this policy should be added to the 
SCI 

The council requires a “safe 
space” to debate the review 
of the local plan, which 
should be away from public 
scrutiny to allow them to be 
candid with one another. If a 
subject or matter was 
discussed initially but not 
included in the final plan and 
had been reported or 
disclosed this may affect the 
consultation. This would 
ensure that the consultation 
process is on those matters 
which have been agreed by 
the Council, in public session,  
and not muddled with matters 
which have been discussed 
and dismissed at a private 
meeting in a group with no 
decision making powers. The 
council considers that 
releasing the information will, 
therefore, distract the public 
debate and consultation. 

No change 
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Swanton Morley 
Parish Council  

SCI/018/001 3.19 Note that in the existing SCI there is 
the following clause which has been 
removed from the proposed draft SCI 
:- “1. ”In working with Town and 
Parish Councils we will respond 
constructively and positively to 
requests to attend Parish meetings, 
particularly where they can be 
grouped or where there is a 
recognised policy issue of local 
significance” Swanton Morley Parish 
Council feels that this is an important 
statement ensuring good community 
level engagement and as such 
request that this should be included in 
the new SCI document. 

Agreed 

SCI/010/001 

Beeston and 
Bittering 
Council  

SCI/019/001 4.6 Para 4.6-4.8- largely acceptable to 
use electronic communication, for 
larger applications its not as they’re 
hard to read online, parishes don’t 
tend to have printing capability above 
A4, should consider offering copies 
on request (not necessarily free of 
charge), not everyone is computer 
literate so it limits participation, a 
statement should be made in paras 
4.6-8 saying hard copies can be 
obtained on request  

Our environmental agenda 
discourages the printing of 
lots of paper but a charged 
service can be offered in 
exceptional circumstance 
only for very large 
applications  

No change 

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/001 4.2  need to refer to charging for the 
service 

Noted - agreed. Add the following to para 
4.2…... The Council 
charges for pre-application 
advice. Details on the fees 
charged can be found on 
the website. Proposed 
works to a listed building 
that do not constitute 
development will not incur 
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an application fee for pre-
application advice. 

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/002 4.3  reference neighbours and ward 
members 

Noted - agreed. Amend para 4.3 as 
follows....Applicants are 
encouraged to involve the 
community, including the 
Town or Parish Council or 
meeting, neighbours and 
ward councillors before  

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/003 4.6  Listed Building instead of listed 
building 

Noted See SCI/002/003 above 

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/004  4.9 add 'but this can vary depending on 
the nature of the amendment made' 
for minors add the following a)by site 
display in at least one place on or 
near the land to which the application 
relates for not less than 21 days or 
(b)by serving the notice on any 
adjoining owner or occupier 

Noted Agreed. Amend para 4.9 to 
read.......On occasion, 
planning applications are 
revised after they have 
been submitted, due to 
concerns raised by case 
officers or to comments 
received from consultees 
or the public. Depending 
on the significance of the 
changes, the Council will 
re-consult with the Parish 
Council, neighbours and 
anyone else likely to be 
affected by the changes 
made. For minor 
applications the re-
consultation will be by way 
of a site display in at least 
one place on or near the 
land to which the 
application relates for not 
less than 21 days or by 
serving the notice on any 
adjoining owner or 
occupier. The usual time 
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for response to 
amendments is 10 
days.but this can vary 
depending on the nature of 
the amendment made.  

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/005 4.13 provide link to material planning 
considerations 

Noted SCI/008/014 

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/006 4.15 add 'further explained in the planning 
committee section below' 

  Add to para 4.15…. This is 
further explained in the 
planning committee section 
below 



Breckland Council: Statement of Community Involvement. Summary of consultation responses 

Respondent  Reference Paragraph Comments  Action  Proposed changes to text 

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/007 4.17 add 'all material planning 
considerations 

Noted Amend para 4.16 as 
follows….... The planning 
officer responsible for an 
application which receives 
comments will take all the 
material planning 
considerations received 
into consideration  

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/008 4.18 change second 'referenced' to 
summarised and add 'planning' after 
but  

Noted Amend para 4.18 as 
follows….... Planning 
Officers will not respond 
directly to parties with 
regards to comments made 
but planning matters will be 
summarised in the 
planning committee or 
delegated report. 

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/009 4.20 change to at least 7 days before Noted Amend para 4.20 as 
follows….. delegated 
powers. Committee reports 
are available at least 7 
working days before 
Committee.  

Internal 
(Breckland) 

SCI/020/010 4.21 Need to update job title Agreed Amend para 4.21 as 
follows….. enables them to 
be determined by the 
Council's Assistant 
Director, Economy & 
Growth  
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District 
Councillor 

SCI/021/001 3.19 Express concern that the proposed 
SCI may stimulate less consultation 
than under the present SCI. 
Reasoning for this is the omission in 
3.19 of the third bullet point ; "In 
working with Town and Parish 
councils we will respond 
constructively and positively to 
requests to attend Parish meetings, 
particularly where they can be 
grouped or where there is a 
recognised policy issue of local 
significance. " There are statements 
elsewhere in the Statement that refer 
to Town and Parish consultation but 
not in the positive manner of this 
point. Given that Council approved 
the SCI explicitly referencing that 
"Minimal consultation is undertaken to 
meet statutory requirements" there is 
a risk that local residents will miss out 
on an opportunity to interact with 
proposals. For Dereham residents 
this is important as the 
Neighbourhood Plan has not been 
completed and once the LP becomes 
out of date it will be subject to 
speculative development applications 
in an unplanned fashion. 

Noted SCI/010/001 
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Dereham Town 
Council  

SCI/022/001 3.19 Concerned not including "In working 
with Town and Parish councils we will 
respond constructively and positively 
to requests to attend Parish meetings, 
particularly where they can be 
grouped or where there is a 
recognised policy issue of local 
significance." will stimulate less 
involvement, Given that Council 
approved the SCI explicitly 
referencing that "Minimal consultation 
is undertaken to meet statutory 
requirements" there is a risk that local 
residents will miss out on an 
opportunity to interact with proposals, 
For Dereham residents this is 
important as the Neighbourhood Plan 
has not been completed and once the 
Local Plan becomes out of date it will 
be subject to speculative 
development applications in an 
unplanned fashion 

Agreed 

SCI/010/001 

Resident  SCI/023/001   A 7-8 week slippage in that timetable 
so soon after it was published 
suggests the Council will be unable to 
maintain its Local Plan update 
schedule and it should be revised and 
re-published accordingly 

Progress on the Local Plan 
Review will be monitored 
against the Local 
Development Scheme and 
this will be revised if 
necessary.  

No change 
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Resident  SCI/023/002 Foreword Councillors are not professional 
planners and should not be 
responsible for reviewing every 
consultation comment. 

The Planning Committee 
makes decisions on major 
planning applications and 
give full consideration to all 
comments received as set 
out in the officers report. 
Members of the Committee 
can ask questions or raise 
issues during the debate.    

The Foreword has been re-
drafted following a change 
in the Portfolio Holder.  

Resident SCI/023/003 Foreword The text “Whilst we cannot guarantee 
that your comment on an application 
or planning document will always 
result in the changes you want, we 
can guarantee that the Council reads 
every comment it receives and takes 
on board what the comment is saying 
when making decisions. We will 
explain clearly to you why we have 
made the decisions we have made.”, 
while commendable, does not reflect 
what happened during consultation on 
the current local Plan 

The current local plan 
successfully passed 
examination and the 
consultation undertaken was 
considered appropriate by 
the inspector 

The Foreword has been re-
drafted following a change 
in the Portfolio Holder. 

Resident SCI/023/004 1.5 This statement is untrue since a 
revised Local Development Scheme 
(LDS) has not been published 
concurrently with this consultation. 
The most recent published version is 
dated May  
2020 

The latest Local 
Development Scheme 
(September 2021) can be 
viewed at the following link 
https://www.breckland.gov.uk
/local-plan-review 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/005 1.5  It should not be the case that 
planning reforms automatically result 
in an amendment to the LDS. Instead 
the Council should take mitigating 
action. 

The extent of the planning 
reforms and implications for 
the LDS are not known. They 
may require changes to the 
LDS  

No change 
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Resident SCI/023/006 1.5 In the final sentence, amend “will be 
reviewed and updated” to  
“will be reviewed, consulted on and 
updated” 

Noted Similarly, the SCI will be 
reviewed, consulted upon 
and updated as required 
following changes to the 
planning legislation 

Resident SCI/023/007 Table 1 Table 1 The voice of individual 
members of the community  
must carry the same weight as that of 
councils 

All responses to 
consultations are important 
and will be treated and 
considered with equal weight 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/008 Table 1 A full list of statutory stakeholders 
should be provided in an  
appendix 

Appendix 1 sets out the key 
stakeholders that the Council 
will consult during the Plan 
Making process.  This is in 
addition to those 
organisations and individuals 
on the mailing list. All 
consultees are important to 
the Council whether statutory 
or non statutory. Changes to 
the list of consultees can be 
made during the process.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/009 Table 1 A similar comment applies to a full list 
of service providers as earlier 
comment 

Appendix 1 sets out the key 
stakeholders that the Council 
will consult during the Plan 
Making process.  This is in 
addition to those 
organisations and individuals 
on the mailing list. All 
consultees are important to 
the Council whether statutory 
or non statutory. Changes to 
the list of consultees can be 
made during the process.  

No change 
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Resident SCI/023/010 Table 1 If ‘other agencies’ are easy to identify, 
then they should be  
identified in the SCI 

Appendix 1 sets out the key 
stakeholders that the Council 
will consult during the Plan 
Making process.  This is in 
addition to those 
organisations and individuals 
on the mailing list. All 
consultees are important to 
the Council whether statutory 
or non statutory. Changes to 
the list of consultees can be 
made during the process.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/011 2.3 should be clarified by making clear 
that while comments will be 
published, people’s personal privacy 
will be protected and personal data 
will not be published 

Noted Add to 2.3: Personal 
privacy will be protected 
and no identifiable 
personal data will be 
published 

Resident SCI/023/012 3.3 Details of the timetable for updating 
the Local Plan should be added 
including the various stages of 
consultation planned, with their time 
periods  

The timetable for the Local 
Plan review is set out in the 
Local Development Scheme. 
This may require to be 
updated and it is therefore 
considered more appropriate 
as a separate document. 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/013 3.4 Amend to reflect the facts that 
Neighbourhood Forums and  
community organisations also have 
the right to prepare a  
neighbourhood plan  

In Breckland only a town or 
parish council can prepare a 
neighbourhood plan. 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/014 3.5 Breckland has not made public which 
of its Local Plan policies are  
‘strategic’. That should be rectified in 
an appendix to the  
statement 

This information is available 
on the Council's website 
https://www.breckland.gov.uk
/neighbourhood-
planning/prepare 

No change 

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning/prepare
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning/prepare
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning/prepare
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Resident SCI/023/015 3.6 Add a clear definition, here or in an 
appendix, listing precisely  
what assistance Breckland Council 
‘considers appropriate’ to  
provide so that qualifying bodies know 
in advance what to expect  
and not to expect 

The role of the SCI is not to 
set out details of what 
assistance is offered for the 
preparation of a 
neighbourhood plan. This 
information is available on 
the website 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/016 3.7 First bullet point: amend “agreeing” to 
“designating” 
Third bullet point: add “and organising 
any public hearing  
required by the examiner” 
Fourth bullet point: after 
“Referendum,” insert “if 
recommended by the examiner,” 
Fifth bullet point: amend “Making 
(agreeing) the referendum  
version of the Plan” to “Making the 
Neighbourhood Plan a  
statutory part of the Local 
Development Plan” 
Add sixth bullet point: “The Council 
must take decisions at key stages in 
the neighbourhood planning process 
within the regulatory time limits that 
apply.” 

Noted.  Amend para 3.7 as follows: 
Public consultation  (where 
required) and designating 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
area § Public consultation 
on the submission version 
(Reg.16) of the Plan § 
Examination of the plan 
including appointing the 
independent examiner in 
agreement with the Town 
or Parish Council and 
organising any public 
hearing § Referendum, 
after the Council has 
decided that the Plan 
meets the ‘basic 
conditions’ and if 
recommended by the 
examiner§ ‘Making’ the 
Neighbourhood Plan a part 
of the statutory 
development plan , where 
more than 50% of the local 
community has voted in 
favour of the plan The 
Council will endeavour to 
take decisions at key 
stages in the 
neighbourhood planning 
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process within the 
regulatory time limits that 
apply 

Resident SCI/023/017 3.8 First bullet point: state specifically 
what support this comprises  
and does not comprise 
Second bullet point: add the fact that 
this is an option and that a  
Qualifying Body is entitled to arrange 
its own environmental  
screenings 
Third bullet point: “Regs 14-16 
consultations” should read “reg  

Noted. Advice and support is 
likely to be different with 
different plans and precise 
information cannot be 
provided here. Agreed to 
change text to indicate that 
this is optional.  

Change parts of para 3.8 
as follows: 
 
In addition to the statutory 
stages, there are other 
stages of the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
preparation process that 
Breckland Council can be 
is involved with.   
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14 consultation and Reg 15 
submission 

and amend Regulation 
number from 16 to 15 
 
 

Resident SCI/023/018 3.9 After “The type of support offered…” 
add “by Breckland Council” 
The information given in each of the 
bullet points is far too  
generic and simplistic and does not 
allow for meaningful  
challenge or comment. Each should 
be expanded to give specific  
details of what is available 
Fifth bullet point: add “including the 
mutual resolution of the  
Council’s comments following 
responses made to them by the  
Qualifying Body”.  

The role of the SCI is not to 
set out details of what 
assistance is offered for the 
preparation of a 
neighbourhood plan. This 
information is available on 
the website 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/019 3.10 Add “In the first instance, advice will 
normally be provided by the Council’s 
Neighbourhood Planning Co-
ordinator, but where necessary 
qualifying bodies will be able to liaise 
directly with other relevant Council 
officers 

The nominated officer in the 
Planning Policy Team will be 
the first point of contact for a 
qualifying body. Opportunities 
for discussions with other 
officers within the Council will 
be co-ordinated by that 
officer.  

No change 
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Resident SCI/023/020   Add information relating to 
Neighbourhood Development Orders 

Add new paragraphs on NDO A Neighbourhood 
Development Order (NDO) 
grants planning permission 
for a particular type of 
development in a 
neighbourhood area, for 
example housing or offices. 
As NDOs can grant 
planning permission, there 
is no need for a standard 
planning application to the 
local planning authority. 
The NDO: needs to meet 
some minimum standards, 
and must be approved by 
the community before it 
can come into force. must 
be passed to the local 
authority which will check 
that it has been properly 
consulted on, and that the 
development does not 
need an Environmental 
Impact Assessment will be 
assessed by an 
independent examiner, 
who will check that it 
conforms to national and 
local planning policies will 
be subject to a local 
referendum, if the 
examiner approves the 
order. An NDO can be 
prepared by a town or 
parish council or a 
neighbourhood forum for a 
designated neighbourhood 
area. 
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Resident SCI/023/021 3.11 This is too generic. Rather than being 
about what any LPA may  
do, it must state specifically what 
SPD’s are currently in force in  
Breckland and which are in 
preparation or are planned to be  
prepared. Additionally, information 
about the consultation  
process for new or updated SPD’s 
must be provided 

It is not the purpose of the 
SCI to refer to specific SPDs. 
The Council does not need to 
set out a programme for the 
preparation of SPD and will 
react appropriately 
depending on whether there 
is a need for one to be 
prepared. The consultation 
process is set out in the SCI 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/022 3.12 “…is keen to…” means nothing. State 
specifically what the  
Council intends to do in terms of co-
operating with other  
authorities and organisations and 
name each 

The Council is part of a 
county wide forum that 
includes both development 
management, planning policy 
and neighbourhood planning 
work.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/023 Table 2 Add the examination stage, at which 
the public are entitled to participate in 
any hearings that take place 

Noted Clarify Table 3 

Resident SCI/023/024 Table 2 Spelling mistake: amend “refered” to 
“referred” 

Agreed.    Table 3 - The regulations 
referred to come from the 
The Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012. For the 
Examination, the ‘basic 
conditions’ test are: 

Resident SCI/023/025 Table 2 Add “and the Neighbourhood 
Planning (Referendum) Regulations  
2012 

Agreed Table 3 - The regulations 
referred to come from the 
The Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012and the 
Neighbourhood Planning 
(Referendum) Regulations 
. For the Examination, the 
‘basic conditions’ test are: 
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Resident SCI/023/026 Table 2 This point should be expanded to 
include specific pre-consultation 
engagement to establish which 
policies require update 

The SCI sets out the key 
consultation stages of the 
plan preparation processes 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/027 Table 2 State how comments will be 
addressed and responded to. It will be 
unacceptable if, as during 
consultation on the first Local Plan, 
responses are typically of the type 
“Response noted, no action required” 
with no explanation or justification of 
why that’s the case 

The Council will consider 
each representation on its 
merits and publish an 
appropriate response to 
each.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/028 Table 2 Add information about the preparation 
of documents (other than  
SPD’s) that support the Plan and how 
/ at which stages they will  
be publicly consulted on 

The SCI covers both 
development plan and 
planning applications where 
there is a requirement to 
undertake consultation. Other 
documents such as the 
evidence base behind the 
Plan do not need to be 
consulted upon.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/029 Table 2 Split the table into two parts that more 
specifically address (a)  
the partial review, (b) the substantive 
review. 

The Table is generic and sets 
out the main consultation 
stages for the preparation of 
a Local Plan. Both the Partial 
and Full update will be 
required to follow all or parts 
of the procedures set out in 
this Table.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/030 Table 2 All consultation periods should state 
‘for a minimum of 6 weeks’ 

Agreed Amend to state for a 
minimum of six weeks 
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Resident SCI/023/031 Table 3 Insert a new item prior to Reg 14: The 
Council undertakes an informal 
review of a draft plan and provides 
comments and advice on how to 
improve it for Reg 14 pre-submission 

Agreed Add to Table 3: With the 
agreement of the 
Qualifying Body the 
Council can provide an 
informal review of the Reg 
14 Plan prior to formal 
consultation.  

Resident SCI/023/032 Table 3 Shortly before, or in parallel with a 
Reg 14 pre-submission, the Council 
undertakes the necessary 
environmental screenings on behalf of 
the Qualifying Body 

Agreed Add… In parallel with a 
Reg 14 pre-submission, 
the Council can, if 
requested, undertake the 
necessary environmental 
screenings on behalf of the 
Qualifying Body 

Resident SCI/023/033 Table 3 This gives the impression that other 
than neighbouring parish councils (to 
which town councils must be added), 
there are no consultees outside the 
parish, which is not the case. Add text 
to make clear there is a wide range of 
statutory consultees which must be 
consulted and that a similar range of 
non-statutory consultees outside the 
neighbourhood area are normally 
consulted 

Agreed Amend to '…. And town 
councils…...... that may 
have an interest in the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area' 

Resident SCI/023/034 Table 3 If environmental screening shows it to 
be necessary, Strategic 
Environmental and/or Habitats 
Regulations Assessments must be 
prepared. It is the Qualifying Body’s 
responsibility to arrange those or 
undertake the work itself. Such 
assessments are subject to statutory 
consultation 

Agreed Add to Table 3: If 
environmental screening 
shows it to be necessary, 
Strategic Environmental 
and/or Habitats 
Regulations Assessments 
must be prepared. It is the 
Qualifying Body’s 
responsibility to arrange 
those or undertake the 
work itself. Such 
assessments are subject to 
statutory consultation 
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Resident SCI/023/035 Table 3 While not obligatory, the Council 
prefers to undertake a final informal 
review of a draft plan and its basic 
Conditions and Consultations 
Statements prior to its formal 
submission, since that makes the 
correction of any fundamental 
document errors more straightforward 
and saves time overall 

Table 3 is a summary of the 
key steps involved and is not 
intended to cover every 
detailed aspect.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/036 Table 3 Add at the start of the text: “All 
consultation responses should be 
addressed and included in a 
Consultation Statement, together with 
details of all consultation activity 
undertaken during plan preparation.” 

Agreed Add at the start of the text: 
“All consultation responses 
should be addressed and 
included in a Consultation 
Statement, together with 
details of all consultation 
activity undertaken during 
plan preparation.” 

Resident SCI/023/037 Table 3 As well as the draft plan, add the 
Basic Conditions Statement, the  
Consultation Statement and any 
Environmental Assessment  
Report(s) to the first sentence 

Table 3 is a summary of the 
key steps involved and is not 
intended to cover every 
detailed aspect.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/038 Table 3 The second paragraph is incomplete. 
The Council must notify not only the 
consultation bodies and all those who 
made comments on the previous draft 
plan, but must also bring publication 
at Reg 16 to the attention of all who 
live, work or carry out a business in 
the Neighbourhood Area (and thereby 
also invite their comments on the 
published documents) 

Add to Table 3 The Council will also bring 
the publication at Reg 16 to 
the attention of all who live, 
work or carry out a 
business in the 
Neighbourhood Area (and 
thereby also invite their 
comments on the 
published documents) 

Resident SCI/023/039 Table 3 reg 17  At the end of the first 
sentence add “without responses by 
either the Council or the Qualifying 
Body” 

Table 3 is a summary of the 
key steps involved and is not 
intended to cover every 
detailed aspect.  

Add as follows: without 
responses by either the 
Council or the Qualifying 
Body 
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Resident SCI/023/040 Table 3 reg 17 Add a new paragraph: “During 
the examination, the Examiner may 
invite the Council and Qualifying Body 
to respond to his initial comments and 
if required will call a public hearing, to 
be arranged by the Council. The 
Examiner will make an 
unaccompanied visit to the 
Neighbourhood Area to assist his 
decision-making, and may issue a 
draft version of the examination report 
for ‘fact-checking’ by the Council and 
the Qualifying Body prior to formally 
publishing it” 

Noted. Add to Table 3 During the examination, 
the Examiner may invite 
the Council and Qualifying 
Body to respond to their 
initial comments and if 
required will call a public 
hearing, to be arranged by 
the Council. The Examiner 
will make an 
unaccompanied visit to the 
Neighbourhood Area to 
assist in decision-making, 
and may issue a draft 
version of the examination 
report for ‘fact-checking’ by 
the Council and the 
Qualifying Body prior to 
formally publishing it 

Resident SCI/023/041 Table 3 reg 17a Replace “or a date agreed 
between…” with “unless an alternate 
date is agreed with…” 

Noted. Amend Table 3  unless an alternate date is 
agreed between the 
Qualifying body and 
Breckland Council. 

Resident SCI/023/042 Table 3 Add the standard wording of the 
referendum question 
In the final sentence delete the word 
“normally” 

Agreed Noted. Amend to remove 
the word 'normally' and add 
the question 

Resident SCI/023/043 3.14 There should be a new separate 
stage between consultation and  
adoption of an SPD to address any 
grievances, rather than expect  
people to bear the expense of a High 
Court case to address  
those. The currently suggested 
approach is not indicative of a  
spirit of engagement and inclusion, 
but instead of confrontation 

Para 3.14 sets out the 
consultation process for 
preparing a SPD.  

No change 
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Resident SCI/023/044 3.15 Measures must be included to ensure 
the webpages referred to  
are continuously kept up to date 

The Council endeavours to 
keep the website up to date 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/045 3.17 Note that information on any 
neighbourhood development orders 
that come forward will be made 
available on the Council’s website 

Noted. Information on NDO 
will be placed on the 
Council's website 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/046 3.18 Third bullet: Ward representatives 
should be added to the list of  
those who will publicise consultations 
Fourth bullet: Add the social site 
‘Nextdoor’ which is likely to  
reach a much wider audience than 
the Council’s Facebook or  
Twitter sites 

Noted. Amend para 3.18. The 
Council use social media to 
publicise key events of 
interest.  

Amend 3.18 as follows: 
Ask Town and Parish 
Councils and Ward 
Councillors for their 
assistance in promoting 
consultations. 

Resident SCI/023/047 3.19 It should be added that there may be 
a charge for translations or  
braille versions, just as there is for 
printed versions of the plan.  
Or the potential cost for the latter 
should be dropped. To charge  
one group but not another would be 
discriminatory 

Noted. Add to para 3.19 We can translate parts of 
documents or summary 
leaflets into other 
languages on request as 
well as provide versions in 
braille or large print if 
needed. The Council may 
charge for the provision of 
printed, translated or braille 
versions of a document.   

Resident SCI/023/048 3.20 State when the consultation strategy 
will be published and add that it will 
itself be consulted on Beyond that 
given that such a strategy document 
will form a crucial part of community 
involvement, serious questions must  
be raised as to why such a detailed 
strategy has not been included in the 
SCI. Its exclusion appears to be an 
attempt to meet a deadline and ‘tick a 
box’ by putting out an incomplete and 
insufficiently detailed SCI, with only 
the promise of more detail to follow. 

The SCI covers both 
development plan and 
planning applications where 
there is a requirement to 
undertake consultation. Other 
documents such as the 
consultation Strategy do not 
need to be consulted upon.  

No change 
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Publication of the updated SCI should 
be withheld until it includes the noted 
strategy 

Resident SCI/023/049 3.21 This overlooks that both the Council 
and an examining inspector  
have the right to accept and react to 
late comments, just as the  
Saham Toney Neighbourhood Plan 
accepted late comments from  
Breckland Council on more than one 
occasion. Each case must be  
looked at on its merits, since there 
may be entirely valid reasons  
for a late response 

Noted.  Amend para 3.21 as 
follows: At the formal 
stages of publication of a 
Local Plan, late 
representations (ie: those 
not received by the closing 
time and date) will not be 
considered to be 'duly 
made' and will not be 
considered unless, and 
only in exceptional 
circumstances, and where 
there is a clear and justified 
reason provided. 

Resident SCI/023/050 3.23 Add information about where the 
‘comprehensive list’ may be viewed 
(ideally online) 

The full list is not publicly 
available as it contains 
personal information 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/051 3.26 Email and letter were not the only 
means of submitting  
comments during consultations on the 
previous Local Plan: input  
of comments to an online database 
was also an option and  
allowed all comments to be viewed by 
anyone who wished to.  
Make clear this will also be the case 
during the Local Plan update 

Noted. Amend para 3.26 Formal comments will need 
to be made either by email 
or by letter or by using the 
Council's online form. 
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Resident SCI/023/052 3.29 It should be made clear that 
responses of the type “Comment  
noted. No action required” (as were 
given during consultations  
on the current Local Plan) will be 
insufficient as they lack proper  
reasoning and detail 

Noted. The Council will 
provide its response to each 
comment received   

No change 

Resident SCI/023/053 3.31 In the circumstances described, 
alternate arrangements must be  
made for members of the community 
who lack internet access to  
be able to view and comment on 
document 

Noted. In these 
circumstances the Council 
will endeavour to make 
documents available to those 
without internet access.  

No change 

Resident SCI/023/054 4.2 Make clear that any advice given in 
pre-application discussions may not 
be construed by applicants as an 
indication of permission being likely to 
be granted, and that additional 
documents may not be required to 
support an application. 

Noted Agreed. Add to para 4.2: Any 
advice given in pre-
application discussions 
may not be construed by 
applicants as an indication 
of permission being likely 
to be granted, or that 
additional documents may 
not be required to support 
an application.   

Resident SCI/023/055 4.3 Add: Where a town or parish has a 
made or emerging neighbourhood 
plan, applicants are encouraged to 
undertake  pre-application 
consultation with the relevant 
Qualifying Body for such plans to 
establish likely conformity with a  
neighbourhood plan and 
understanding of its requirements 

Noted Agreed. Add to para 4.4: Where a 
town or parish has a made 
or emerging 
neighbourhood plan, 
applicants are encouraged 
to undertake pre-
application consultation 
with the relevant Qualifying 
Body for such plans to 
establish likely conformity 
with a neighbourhood plan 
and understanding of its 
requirements 
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Resident SCI/023/056 4.4 Add a definition of ‘major 
development’ 
The phrase “strongly encouraged” is 
meaningless: developers do  
not adhere to such weak statements 
Since this is set out in a way that 
makes it entirely voluntary on  
the part of developers, how can the 
Council be assured about 
consultation and engagement events 
in practice? Strengthen this  
requirement 

We are unable to require 
public engagement and 
therefore difficult to 
strengthen.  A definition of 
major development can be 
added. 

An application is classed 
as major if(i) it is for 10 or 
more dwellings, or(ii) the 
development is to be 
carried out on a site having 
an area of 0.5 hectares or 
more and it is not known 
whether the number of 
dwellinghouses to be 
provided is 10 or 
more, or(iii) the 
development carried out on 
a site having a site area of 
one hectare or more or the 
provision of a 
building, or(iv) buildings 
where the floor space to be 
created  by the 
development is over 
1000m2 or more. A 
development’s context 
refers to the particular 
characteristics of the 
application site and its 
wider setting. These will be 
specific to the 
circumstances of an 
individual application and a 
Design and Access 
Statement should be 
tailored accordingly.  
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Resident SCI/023/057 4.5 Lack of bias can only be assured 
when an application is  
published, if at the same time any 
pre-application advice and  
information it has given an applicant 
is also published. Make that  
part of the process 
Define ‘major’ and ‘minor’ application 
Site notices were not published for a 
long period during Covid-19  
restrictions and that situation may 
recur so should be noted 

Noted.  However, 
applications can change 
significantly from pre-
application advice to 
application submission and 
therefore may confuse.  Also, 
pre-application advice is paid 
for confidentially by 
developers so it is their 
choice whether to publish it. 

A definition of major has 
been added .  

Resident SCI/023/058 4.7 Define precisely any other statutory 
consultees besides town and  
parish council 

This will depend on 
application type and there are 
quite a few examples listed in 
this paragraph. 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/059 4.9 Explain more precisely who will be 
informed when an application  
is changed or new information is 
published for consultation – i.e.  
will those who have already made 
responses be informed? 

This will vary depending on 
application, comments 
received and the changes 
made so is difficult to define 
other than on a case by case 
basis 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/060 4.12 Why is response via the Breckland 
website preferred? It does not  
allow for long and complex responses 
and/or those with  
diagrams, photos etc 

Noted. This approach does 
allow the respondent to track 
their own comments and this 
approach allows comments 
to appear quicker than 
responding by other means 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/061 4.13 Most members of the public will not 
know what a ‘material  
consideration’ is. Add a definition 

Noted. Agreed. SCI/008/014 
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Resident SCI/023/062 4.18 At present this very rarely happens in 
practice, other than a stock phrase 
along the lines of “x responses were 
received from the community 
objecting to the proposal, with the 
briefest of summarised information. In 
future each and every individual 
response must be referenced 

Each individual comment 
received is available to view 
on our website for those 
wishing to read the detailed 
comments and members of 
the Planning Committee are 
encouraged to do this with 
Committee/Panel items.  
Officers read all comments 
received and take material 
planning considerations into 
consideration in the 
determination of applications. 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/063 4.20 Define what ‘delegated powers’ 
means 

Noted. Clarify and expand to 
include Councillor call in  

Add to 4.21: In relation 
to planning 
permission, delegated 
powers are used by Local 
Planning Authorities (LPA) 
to deal with planning 
applications. Delegated 
powers enable officers 
from Breckland Council 
officers to determine 
applications themselves 
without needing a decision 
from the planning 
committee. The majority of, 
mainly minor, applications 
are dealt with in this way. . 
Under the Councillor Call-
In process, ward 
councillors have 28 days 
from the date of validation 
to refer a planning 
application for the Planning 
Committee to decide, they 
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must provide valid planning 
reasons to do so.   
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Resident SCI/023/064 4.23 Particularly for major developments, 
allowing a whole community just 3 
minutes to speak is unfair and 
undemocratic. Introduce a sliding 
scale of time permitted depending on 
the size / nature / complexity of an 
application 

Noted. This approach reflects 
that adopted in the majority of 
local planning authorities 
nationally. The time allowed 
is the same as that given for 
the applicant and parish or 
town council. All 
representations made on an 
application are available for 
the members of the 
committee. If there are 
several objectors or 
supporters who wish to speak 
on an application a 
spokesperson should be 
nominated.  It is also 
important to note that all 
comments received during 
the application process are 
reports in the Committee 
report for members digestion 
before the planning 
committee and members are 
actively encouraged to look 
through applications before 
the meeting(s)  

No change.  



Breckland Council: Statement of Community Involvement. Summary of consultation responses 

Respondent  Reference Paragraph Comments  Action  Proposed changes to text 

Resident SCI/023/065 4.26 In long experience I have never 
known the third bullet point to  
happen in practice. How will this be 
enforced? 

This is standard practice in all 
officer reports. Designated 
officers consider the 
recommendations that are 
outlined in a 
delegated report by the case 
officer and a decision is 
agreed and issued. 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/066 5.6 This does not include any meaningful 
redress if the actions of a  
Council employee or Councillor result 
in permission being  
granted in error or vice versa. Add 
something to address such a  
situation 

These matters would be 
addressed on as case by 
case basis 

No change 

Resident SCI/023/067 Appendix 1 Indicate which of the stakeholders 
listed are statutory consultees, with a 
breakdown by type of application if 
necessary Add members of the public 
to the list. When was the list last 
checked for relevance and updated? 

The Council maintains a 
database of consultees for 
work on the Local Plan. This 
list is a 'living' document that 
changes over time. In 
accordance with GDPR 
legislation it was reviewed at 
the beginning of the local 
plan review process. People 
are added on request 

No change 

 


